
52  

 

  

 

July / August 2021 

THE MESSENGER 
 

 
Myddle, Harmer Hill 
Broughton Church  

& Community  
 

A VOLUNTEER 
NEWSLETTER 



2  

 

Useful Contacts Page  
Rector Reverend Adam Clayton 01939 291390 

 revajbclayton@gmail.com 

 MYDDLE, St Peter’s  

Churchwardens          Mrs Julia Millington 01939 291467 

 Mrs Linda Savage 01939 290094 

PCC Secretary &  
Pastoral Visitor 

Mrs Margaret Parson 01939 290818 

PCC Treasurer Mr Greg Miller 01939 290789 

 BROUGHTON, St Mary   

PCC Treasurer  Mrs Elizabeth Howe  01939 291144 

Pastoral Visitor Mrs Rosemary Narburgh 01939 220382 

 LOPPINGTON, St Michael & All Angels 

Churchwardens  Mrs Trace Barton 01939 270839 

 Mr Bob Parker 01939 236893 

PCC Secretary Mrs Pene Parker 01939 236893 

PCC Treasurer Mr Dick Barton 01939 270839 

Gift Aid Treasurer Mr Peter Butters 01939 236240 

Pastoral Visitor Mrs Helen Lopez 01939 233 685 

 NEWTOWN, King Charles the Martyr  

Pastoral Visitor  Mrs Margaret Fox 01939 233419 

Churchwarden Mr Tim Wastling 01939 235475 

Sunday School Leader    Mrs Shirley Clorley 01939 232237 

PCC Secretary  Mrs Heather Pitchford          01939 233089 

PCC Treasurer Mr David Howson 07970 787845 

 BURLTON, St Anne  

Trustee Mrs Lesley Eyre 01939 270314 

Gift Aid Treasurer Mr Philip Benson 01939 270310 

 PARISH COUNCIL Contacts 01743 236810 

Chairman Colin Ruck                                           (colin@ruck.me.uk)  

Clerk  Jack Wilson            (myddlebroughtonclerk@talktalk.net)  

 OTHER Contacts  

WI Jenny Walsh 01939 210649 
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9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

3 

 

Message from the Editor 

It has been a hopeful 
month with the nearing 
lifting of restrictions 
coming close. 
 
Personally, I have managed 
to see more people in the 
past few weeks than in the 
last six months to a year. 
 
There has been the bowls 
with the W.I. ladies and 
meeting a few people for a 
coffee and a scone and 
then there is seeing my 
friends and family. It seems 
like the sun is well and truly 
on the horizon, coming 
through the clouds to bring 
us hope. 
 
It is also with great relief I 
can finally join the club of 
those who have had at least 
their first vaccination, and 
the next is already 
scheduled in just in time for 
the next edition of The 
Messenger. 
 
Now times are going to 
back how they were, please 
be aware that space within 
The Messenger may start to 
become tight.   

Would you like to 
Advertise in The 
Messenger? 
 

 
Contact Margaret or Danielle 

for more information 

Phone:  
07453 676 303 

 
E-mail: 

adsinmessenger@gmail.com 
editorthemessenger@gmail.com 

This means I may at times 
need to ask for less 
information, have to edit 
some things down and also 
on occasion turn down 
articles. 
 
*** Please ensure all copy is 
emailed over by 18th 
August at 5pm for the 
September Edition *** 
 
Your Editor,        Danielle  
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St Peter’s Myddle 

St Peter’s Walkers 

20th July, 7.00pm  
Start - The Bridgewater 
Car Park 
No walk in August. 

 

Churchyard Tidy 

Saturday 31st July  
10-12 o'clock  
 
No tidy August 
 
Friday 3rd September 
10-12 o'clock  
Refreshments will be 
provided to keep up 
your energy levels! 
 

Church Flowers 

3rd/10th July  
 Mrs Carole parker 
17th/24th July  
 Mrs J Walsh 
31st July/ 7th August  
 Mrs J Clarke 
14th/21st August  
 Mrs L savage 
28th August/4th 
September  
 Mrs C Williams 

Readers Rota 
 

 
Sunday 4th July 
  
 HC Myddle  
  
 Bob Millington 
 
Sunday 11th July 
 
 Parish Worship 
 Myddle 
 
 Chris Williams 
 
Sunday 18th July 
 
 HC Broughton 
 
 Pauline Oliver 
 
Sunday 25th July 

 Evensong 

 Broughton 

 Margaret Parson 
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Memories of Times Past 
Eleanor Owen’s History Files 
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MYDDLEWOOD GARAGE 

 

 

Classic Car and M-Bike  
Restorations 

 
Part and Full Rebuilds 

 
Custom and Conversions 

 
Paint and Panel Repairs 

 
Aluminium and Stainless Welding 

 
MOT Preparation 

 
Servicing and Repairs  

to all Makes of Car 
 
 

Peter  01939 260873 
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The Benefice of Myddle and Broughton,  
Loppington and Newton -  July Services 
                   
Sunday 4th - Trinity 5   
 
10.30 am 
Benefice Service with The 
Venable Paul Thomas 
                                       
Archdeacon of Salop, St Peter’s 
Myddle  
 
Readings: 2 Samuel 5: 1-5,  
9-10  Mark 6: 1-13 
 
Sunday 11th - Trinity 6  
 
9.45 am  
Holy Communion, Loppington 
 
11.00 am  
Parish Worship, Myddle 
 
11.15 am  
Holy Communion, Newtown 
 
3.00 pm   
Evensong, Broughton 
 
Readings: Amos 7: 7-15  
Ephesians 1: 3-14  Mark 6:  
14-29 
 
Sunday 18th - Trinity 7  
 
8.30 am 
Holy Communion, Myddle 

 
9.45 am  
Holy Communion, Burlton 
 
10.30 am  
Matins, Loppington 
 
11.00 am  
Holy Communion, Broughton 
 
Readings: Jeremiah 23:  
1-6  Ephesians 2: 11-22   
Mark 6: 30-34,53-56 
 
Sunday 25th - Trinity 8  
 
9.45 am  
Holy Communion, Loppington 
 
10.30 am  
Morning Prayer Zoom Service, 
Myddle 
 
11.15 am  
Holy Communion, Newtown 
 
3.00 pm  
Evensong, Broughton   
 
Readings: 2 Kings 4: 42-44  
Ephesians 3: 14-21  John 6:  
1-21  
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PC/Laptop stopped running or running slow or need a  
replacement? 

 

     Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029  

• New PCs & Laptops fully installed at 
home 

• Spyware Removal/Installation of  

• Leading Edge Spyware Prevention 

• Performance Tuning and Business PC 
Support 

• Upgrades and Automated Backup 

• Remote Support/Annual PC Health 

Check Also Available 

  
For low fixed Prices from £19.95 
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Sunday 1st - Trinity 9 
 
10.30    
Benefice Service, Newtown 
 
Readings: Exodus 16: 2-4,9-15  
Ephesians 4: 1-16  John 6:  
24-35 
 
Sunday 8th - Trinity 10 
 
10.30    
Benefice Service, Myddle 
 
Readings: 1 Kings 19: 4-8  
Ephesians 4: 25-5.2  John 6: 
35, 41-51 
 
 
Sunday 15th - Trinity 11 
 
10.30    
Benefice Service, Broughton 
 
Readings: Proverbs 9: 1-6  
Ephesians 5: 15-20  John 6:  
51-58 
 
 

The Benefice of Myddle and Broughton,  
Loppington and Newton -  August Services 

 

Sunday 22nd - Trinity 12 
 
10.30    
Benefice Service, Loppington 
 
Readings: Joshua 24: 1-2a, 
14-18  Ephesians 6: 10-20  
John 6: 56-69 
 
Sunday 29th - Trinity 13 
 
10.30    
Benefice Service, Newtown 
 
Readings: Deuteronomy 4:  
1-2,6-9  James 1: 17-end  
Mark 7: 1-8 14,15,21-23 
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WEM 
FARMER’S  MARKET 

Town Square 

MARCH – DECEMBER  

2nd SATURDAY EACH 
MONTH 

9.00 - 12.30 hours 

Organic Vegetables: 
Selection of Meat Products: 

Plants and Seeds: 
Ice Cream, Cakes & Pastries: 

Free Range Eggs: 
Honey & Preserves: 

 
FRESH, LOCAL PRODUCE 

AT VALUE-FOR-MONEY PRICES 
 

Details: Ring Rhona  
01743 367407 

Self Catering Comfortable 
Cottages  

  with large garden, beautiful 
views  & large car park 

 

         Shropshire tourism 4 star  
 

             Chestnut sleeps 4 
          Maple and Oak sleep 7 
 

      Short breaks, weekly stays  
     & long term accommodation 
 

             Ideal for families,  
           groups & less able  
 

    www.newtonmeadows.co.uk  
  newtonmeadows@hotmail.com 
               01939 290346 
        FB  Newton Meadows  
  Self Catering Cottages Shropshire 
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James, Holyoak & Parker 
Chartered Accountants 

1 Knight’s Court, Archers Way, Battlefield Enterprise Park, 
SHREWSBURY, SY1  3GA 

 

Providing quality service to business and personal  
clients through Shropshire and the Borders. 

 

For further details telephone or e mail 
 

Keith Edwards on: 
 

01743 453933 or 

e mail- admin@jhpca.co.uk 
 

Registered by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & 
Wales to carry out company audit work. 

 
James, Holyoak & Parker is the trading name of James, Holyoak & 

Parker Ltd registered in England, company number  5374878 

http://www.newtonmeadows.co.uk/
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July / August 2021 - Holiday Time! 

As I write this today is a 
glorious summer day! There is 
hope and barbecue smoke in 
the air, the joy of exams 
ending and holidays 
beginning, summer dresses 
and suntan lotion coming out 
of the back of the cupboard. 
 
We are always curious to 
know what will happen next in 
life. Who will win the Euro’s? 
Will it be dry for harvest? 
What will exam results day 
bring? It won’t be long before 
we get the answers to most of 
these questions, but this is 
today and now, a moment to 
engage in and attend to and 
enjoy, to applaud what has 
already been achieved without 
worrying about what is to 
come. 
 
For many of us July and 
August means holidays and a 
time of rest, perhaps a change 
of scene, a bit of peace. In his 
short but intensely busy 
ministry Jesus knew the value 
of rest and prayer. He took 
restorative time in a boat, in 
the desert, on a        
mountain, to prepare to 
return to the clamouring 
community and meet its 
needs with compassionate 
action and healing. He said to 
his disciples, “Come away to a 
deserted place all by 
yourselves and rest awhile.” 

Perhaps we all need to 
retreat from time to time 
from the active outer life to 
the inner life to renew and re
-energise our hearts, minds 
and bodies; to redirect our 
thoughts to what we love 
and care about and reassess 
what matters most, to take 
time to wonder, to pay 
attention and to pray. 
 
If August can be a time of 
rest and reflection, it can 
also be an opportunity to 
prepare in hope and 
expectation for whatever 
happens next which, though 
we may be apprehensive, 
isn’t at all the same thing as 
worrying about it! New class, 
new school (new shoes!), the 
start of courses or work. 
 
Whether you are going 
away, seeing family or 
friends, or enjoying August 
in our beautiful village, I wish 
you a restful summer so that 
when autumn comes you will 
be ready to re-engage 
refreshed with work, school, 
the life of the community. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
 
 

Adam Clayton,  

 Rector of Myddle 
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BRIAN WILLIAMS 
 

Councillor for Myddle, Harmer Hill 
and Yorton on Shropshire  

Council.  
 

I am always pleased to hear from any  
resident who has a matter of concern 

which they think that it is appropriate for 
their Councillor to deal with. 

 
I will be glad to help and advise if I can. 

 
As I do not hold an advice bureau, please 

telephone me on my home number 
 

01939 234198 
 

and leave your name and phone number 
on my answer phone if I am not available. 

 

I will phone back as soon as possible and, 
if it will be helpful, I will come to see you. 

 

Or alternatively 

Please e-mail me at  
 

brian.williams@shropshire.gov.uk 

43 

 



42  

 

11 

 



12  

 

41 

 

Harmer Hill & District W.I. 

Meetings are still to be held  
virtually from the comfort 
of your sitting room. 
 
This is continuing on Zoom 
until further notice, so feel 
free to join remotely. 
 
Hopefully they will be 
returning to in-person 
meetings very soon. 
 
All ladies are welcome to 
join! Bring your favourite 
mug or glass along and 
enjoy the talks. 
 
Last months meeting had a 
demonstration from Sue 
Robinson on Encaustic Art 
and showed us her amazing 
painting talents on Zoom. 

Contact to join 

Jenny Walsh 
 

07714 108507 
01939 210649 

 

The next two months 
meetings are being held 

on  
Thursday 8th July and  

9th September   
at 7.30pm 

 

 
The usual business will be 
held at the start of the 
meeting, followed by a talk 
from Annalie Talent 
speaking on Beatrix Potter 
in July and Natalie 
Cumming speaking on the 
Family Violin in August. 
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Still haven’t got around to 
making your Will? 

 

Then have it professionally  
prepared for you in the comfort of 

your own home by Peter  
Savage  your local Estate  

Planning expert. 
 

Full Will Writing Service  
All Associated Legal Services 

Powers of Attorney 
 

Tel: 01743 233 245  
   or 0800 781 9371  

 

Special offer:  10% off cost of Wills with this 
advert 
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Baschurch Tennis 
Club 

 

Welcomes new members !! 
 

A family friendly club for all  
ages and abilities 

 

An active club membership with 
thriving junior section 

 

Professional coaching for 
adults and juniors 

 

Floodlit tennis courts 
 

Please Contact: 
Brendan Markland:  
07710 243023 
 
Head Tennis Coach:  
Sarah  Hardie 07951 264209 

STYLE CARE  
HAIR & BEAUTY 

 
33, Shrewsbury Road, Bomere Heath, 

SY4 3NX 
 

Cuts | Ladies | Gents | Children 
Colouring | Full Head | Full Foils Semi 
Permanent | Perming | Setting Wed-

ding Hair | Balayage 
 

Welcoming Jess! 
Specialising in: 

Balayage, foils, full head colour, styl-
ing & cutting 

 
  OPENING TIMES  

  Tuesday    9.00 am —  5.00 pm 
  Wednesday   9.00 am —  1.00 pm 
  Thursday     9.00 am —  6.00 pm 
  Friday        9.00 am —  5.00 pm 
  Saturday     8.30 am —  3.00 pm 

 
  Contact: Ruth Davies 

 
 01939290664 / 07735459998 

DARREN TOWNSEND 
Painter & Decorator 
 

All aspects of interior  
or exterior decoration  
undertaken 
 

Ruyton X1 Towns, SY4 1LX 
 
Home no.  01939 260922 
Mobile       07795 262629 
Email:        darrentownsend18 
                  @hotmail.com 
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HORSE 
LIVERY  

DIY or Part  
Broughton Farm,  
        Harmer Hill 

 

• Floodlit all weather school-
ing arena 

• Large stables in courtyard 
setting  

• All year grazing in safe 
paddocks 

• Excellent hacking with 
fields and tracks 

• Family run arable farm 

Tel: 01939 220250 
     Or    01939 220131 

No Mess, No Fuss 

Oven and Carpet 
Cleaning Service 

 

For a free quote call: 
Peter Roberts 

 

01939 251078 or 07531555149 
www.ovencleaningplus.co.uk 

 

12 Cedar Avenue, Shawbury  
SY4 4JD 

http://www.ovencleaningplus.co.uk
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Flower Festival - St Mary’s Church, Broughton 

 
August 14th -  15th  
 

11am - 3.30pm    
 

Entrance £5 
 

This includes 
refreshments        

 
(Covid restrictions 

allowing)  

Contacts 

 
Pauline 
 

07745 585287 
or 01939 290643  
 

Elizabeth 
 

07964 137758  
or 01939 291144  
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Walking Treasure Hunt 

We would like to thank 
everyone who supported 
the Walking Treasure Hunt 
Event with plant sales and 
delicious afternoon teas.  
 
The Event raised in excess 
of £800 for St Peter’s 
Church and we are very 
grateful.  

We do hope you enjoyed 
taking part and the winners 
of the walks 
will be notified 
directly.   
 
 
 
St Peter’s PCC 

A Family History Project 

The observation that 
nothing can be certain 
except for death and taxes 
is often attributed to 
Benjamin Franklin in 1789 
although the thought had 
been committed to paper 
some 70 years earlier by 
Christopher Bullock in the 
Cobbler of Preston.  The 
universality of death means 
that graveyards are a rich 
source of information for 
family historians.  About 40 
years ago a group came 
together to record the 
memorial inscriptions to be 
found in the churchyard at 
St Peter’s.  40 years ago 
personal computers were a 
rare luxury.  

So their work was recorded 
using a typewriter and has 
not been updated.  It is 
planned to review this work 
and to consider how it might 
be extended, updated and 
made more accessible to 
family historians.   
 
If you would like to know 
more about this project and 
you would be interested in 
helping please contact Greg 
Miller on 01939 290789  
or 
greg_miller@btinternet.com. 
  
 
Gregg Miller 

            01939 290 789 
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T.H. GRIFFITHS 
 ENGINEERING   

MYDDLE 
 

 

MOBILE WELDING 
 
 

For all your domestic, farm 
or business engineering 

enquiries, call Henry 

 
 

Tel: 01939 290740  
          

Mobile: 07973 541202                                      

Parish Council 
Meeting Dates 2021 

All Parish Council 
meetings commence  

at 7.30pm. 
 
•  September 1st 
   Myddle Village Hall 
 
•  November 3rd 
   Harmer Hill Village Hall 
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MB  
 

Marco Busi 
Garden & House  

Maintenance 
Based in Harmer Hill 

 

Don’t DIY – I Do! 
 

Trustworthy, Reliable, 
Fully Insured. 

Any enquiries, big or small,  
just give me a call. 

 
07548 763562 

marcobusi@hotmail.co.uk 

North Shropshire  
Heating 

and General Plumbing 
 

Specialists in oil fired  
heating systems. 

 

All aspects of general  
plumbing work undertaken. 

 
Jim Parkes 

 

Tel: 01978 722598 
Mob: 079290 16814 
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St Peter’s Church, Myddle - Donations 

 
The Parochial Church Council is most grateful  

for the following donations received  
since the last issue of the  

Messenger was published: 

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a dramatic effect 
on church funds.  

 
 If you would like to help us reduce the shortfall,  

donations can be made at:  
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
stpeterschurchmyddle  

 
or  

by BACS transfer to:  
 

Account Name:  
Parochial Church Council of Myddle  

 
Sort code: 20-77-85  

Account Number: 00692832  
 

or  
by cheque payable to Myddle PCC  

mailto:marcobusi@hotmail.co.uk
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    P. J. HALL            Electrical Contractor              

• All aspects of electrical work undertaken 

• Domestic or commercial 

• Extra sockets ,lights. etc 

• New builds 

• Extensions 

• Rewires 

• Showers 

• Consumer unit (fuse board) 
upgrades 

• No job too small or large 

• Competitive rates 

• All work guaranteed and 
insured 

• NICEIC domestic installer 

• Part ‘p’ registered 

• Established 30 years 

 

   10 Myddlewood 
           Myddle 

SHREWSBURY 
SY4 3RY 

 

               Please call me if you have  
              any queries  on…….. 

  

Tel: 01939 261405 
Mob: 07974 251789 
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HANMER AUTO  
SERVICES 

 
ALL YOUR VEHICLE 
 BODYWORK AND  

MECHANICAL  
REQUIREMENTS UNDER 

ONE ROOF 
INCLUDING 

ACCIDENT REPAIRS 
MOT TESTING 

VEHICLE SERVICING 
TYRE SUPPLIES 

 
TELEPHONE 01939 233243 
FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES 

OR TO MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT 

 

D A J BATHROOMS 
 

Specialist bathroom fitter 
Fully installed & project managed 

 
 
 

 
   David Jones 
   Office:  01939 290011 
   Mobile: 07712694449 
   daj@mail.uk 

PEST PROBLEM?  
Solve it with… 

Shropshire Mole and 
Pest Control 

 

Domestic, agricultural and 
Commercial 

Local, professional and 
affordable!! 

 

Wasps, Hornets, Rats, Mice, 
Rabbits, Squirrels, Ants and 

Cluster Flies. 
Mole control expert. 

 

“Don’t make a mountain out of a 
Molehill” 

 

Call Alan now on 01939 260813  
mobile 07976 817859 

 

www.shropshiremolecontrol.co.uk 
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Need an Electrician or Handyman? 

 
New Consumer units                 Heating 
Extra sockets/lights                Security 
Electric showers                       Fault finding & repairs 
         
          Other handyman services available 

                                     e.g. painting & decorating 
 

For a reliable and professional service 
                                           No job too small 

 
Contact David Barber 

Tel: 01939 220429     Mobile: 07722 943758 
dhbarber@btinternet.com 

http://www.shropshiremolecontrol.co.uk/
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Need a little help? 
 

Kate’s Home Cleaning 
Service 

 
 

Kate Shaw 
Tel:07950 204206 

 
Weekly/Bi-weekly/ 

Monthly 
 

Fully Insured 
Dbs checked 

 
Call for further information 
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Sign up now for your Free E-Newsletter! 
 

If you would like to receive the Myddle, Broughton and Harmer Hill 
Electronic Newsletter, directly to your inbox, all you have to do is send 
your name and email address to:  
contact@myddle.net 
 
The E-Newsletter provides you with up-to-date information about 
what is going on in your parish and county, with links to the county 
planning portal, Gough Walks, useful contacts in the parish, from Doc-
tors Surgeries to Bus timetables and the latest Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Over 200 homes in the parish are already receiving this FREE  
E-Newsletter. You can read it directly from your computer, tablet or 
smart phone - no need to print it!  
 
Sign up today and rest assured that this is a parish run newsletter and 
your email addresses will not be distributed to anyone else. If you are 
already receiving the E-Newsletter you do not need to send your ad-
dress again.                 
                                                                              Colin Ruck 

mailto:contact@myddle.net
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Walking in England 

Walking in Shropshire  
www.walkinginshropshire.
co.uk is the website for 
you!   
 
With hundreds of walks to 
download and print, free, 
it also has books of walks, 
contact details for all the 
walking groups in the 
county and much more.  
Whether you want to walk 
on your own or with a 
group all the information 
is there in one place.  
 
John said: ‘There is so 
much walking information 
on the web but it is 
difficult to find.  
 
Walking in Shropshire 
(part of the Walking in 
England suite of websites 
(www.walkinginengland. 
co.uk)   
– one for each county in 
England) has brought it 
together in one place so 
whether you are walking 
from home, or away on 
holiday, you will be able 
to find a walk suitable for 
you’. 

Are you fed up of 
the same old walks? 

 
Contact: 
 
www. 
walkinginengland.co.uk  

 
Email:  
 
john@ 
walkinginengland.co.uk 
 
 

John Harris 

With walks from half a 
mile to twelve miles plus, 
long and a note of 
suitability for pushchairs 
and wheelchairs, everyone 
can find a walk to enjoy.  
 
So home or away, check 
out the websites and get  
walking!    

http://www.walkinginshropshire.co.uk/
http://www.walkinginshropshire.co.uk/
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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SELF STORAGE on WEM BUSINESS 
PARK 

New Street, Wem, SY4 5JX 
 

SECURE LOCKED ‘CONTAINER STORAGE’ 

in the centre of Wem 

˗ YOU HAVE YOUR OWN KEY. 

˗ MONTHLY, QUARTERLY OR ANNUAL TERMS. 

˗ FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE OF FURNITURE, HOUSE 

CONTENTS, OFFICE EQUIPMENT, 
BUSINESS STOCK ETC, ETC. 

 

    -   We have 8ft, 10ft and 20ft units 
 

RING - BARRY on  
07860 383939/01939 233248 or 

Jayne on 07581 466102 

Email — bhwem@live.co.uk 

Ross Hines Chimney Sweeping 

Clean Chimney are safe chimneys 

Brush and Vacuum – Leakage testing – 

Nests removed –Cowls, Bird Guards and 

caps supplied and fitted.  Open fire, multi 

fuel stoves, Aga, domestic and  

              commercial. 

 

Fully Insured with NFU, Certificates  

given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service 

or just help and advice. 

 

              Call     01939 768319 

   24 The Wheatlands, Baschurch,  

  Shropshire.   

                 N.A.C.S.  Member: 12/05   
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Harmer Hill Presbyterian Church 

I have a magnet on the door 
of my fridge which bears the 
message “Prayer changes 
things”. I keep it there to 
remind me of what I often 
forget. Not only do I forget 
that taking any kind of action 
changes things, but I also 
forget that praying about 
anything and everything is 
actually taking action. 
 
When problems occur as they 
frequently do, prayer is the 
only way I know to contract 
the highest of high powers 
and to seek for help. That 
higher power has an overview 
of the world and of my life in 
relation to that world. He is 
generally known as “God”, but 
I think of Him as my Father in 
heaven. 
 
When my own father died at 
an early age, I was angry with 
God for taking him from me. 
As a fairly new Christian at the 
time, I was also aware that 
Jesus thought of God as the 
best possible kind of father 
and that as a follower of Jesus, 
I should do the same. My 
conversations with God or 
praying began at that point. I 
was angry and told God how I 

felt about losing my father. 
Then, rightly or wrongly I 
challenged God to actually 
take the place of the father I 
had just lost. Nothing 
happened until I realised that 
if God were to be my Father in 
heaven, I would have to treat 
Him in the same way I had 
treated my human father. 
Fortunately, my human father 
and I had had a good 
relationship and I had been 
able to share all my thoughts 
and feelings with him, so I 
began to do the same with 
God. I began a prayerful 
conversation with God and in 
time He did become my 
heavenly Father. 
 
Jesus tells us that God is like a 
loving father who only wants 
the best for His children so in 
times of hardship, need or any 
kind of trouble, the first thing 
we should think of doing is 
contacting God, our heavenly 
Father who is always ready to 
help us. Being human we 
usually try everything and 
everyone else first and only 
come to God as a last resort. 
Hence, the need for reminders 
like my fridge magnet.  
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Even if God has helped us in 
the past, we still do not 
believe that He will help us in 
the present. This time, we 
think that what has happened 
is such that He cannot 
possibly help us. So, we delay 
taking prayerful action and 
even attempt to convince 
ourselves that there is no way 
God could answer us. Yet, all 
prayers are answered if we 
know how to look for the 
answers and just as 
importantly, we are prepared 
for an answer we do not want. 
Also, it is important at a time 
like this to let God, be God as 
we remember that He has an 
overview of everything, so he 
knows what is best for us, 
usually when we do not. When 
we pray, we need to be 
prepared for God to answer in 
His time and in His way. He 
may answer us in a positive 
way when we can clearly see 
what is happening through 
the circumstances around us. 
He may answer us through 
the words He prompts other 
people to speak. A negative 
response that stops us in our 
tracks can be given in this way 
too. The hardest answer to a 
prayer is “wait”.  
 
Whatever the answer is going 
to be, God, the creator and 
sustainer of the universe will 
find a way of revealing it to us 
if only we stay alert and keep 
looking for it. 
 

Something else that 
prevents us going to God 
sooner rather than later is 
that we are not sure how to 
begin praying. Even Jesus’ 
disciples had trouble with 
this one, but Jesus offered 
them a solution in what we 
now call “The Lord’s Prayer”. 
Generations learned this 
prayer at school or at 
Sunday School and often 
chanted it without thought 
or any real understanding. 
Many people know of it but 
have never learned it which 
is a great pity because it is 
one of the best, if not the 
best way to begin a prayerful 
conversation with God. 
 
Below is a copy of The Lord’s 
Prayer with particular 
thoughts and explanations 
of each line for those who 
might need to refresh their 
memories, those who have 
never come across them 
before and anyone who 
wants to begin a thoughtful 
conversation with God and 
needs a place to begin. 
Prayer changes things! It 
constantly brings change to 
my life (when I remember to 
go to God first) and always 
for the better. A relationship 
with the highest of high 
powers is waiting for each 
one of us and is literally only 
a prayer away. 

 

Rev David Slim 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven. 
Help me to believe that You 
have the power to lift me up 
that is stronger than all 
things that hold me down. 
 
Hallowed be your name. 
Help me to honour Your 
name so that I may 
appreciate what is beautiful 
and respond to what is 
good. Help me to trust what 
you have given me in the 
person of Jesus. 
 
Your kingdom come. 
Help me to be quick to see 
and ready to encourage 
whatever brings a better 
understanding of You into 
everyday life. 
 
Your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
Help me to believe that what 
You want, is for the here and 
now. Remind me of who You 
are and that I have chosen to 
seek the influence of Your 
will and Your way for my life. 
 
Give us today our daily 
bread. 
Help me to live honestly and 
without fear. Show me of the 
needs of others and make 
me want for myself only 
what will benefit others. 
Show me my part in creating 
your kind of world exactly 
where I am. 

And forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin 
against us. 
Give me the opportunity to 
be patient and sympathetic 
with the shortcomings of 
others, especially those I 
love; keep me aware of my 
own shortcomings. 
Keep me from meanness 
and cruelty so that I may be 
forgiving and help me to 
understand how much I am 
in need of forgiveness. 
 
And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  
Keep me from going into 
evil situations that I am 
unable to resist. But if I have 
to go where there is 
temptation, give me the 
strength and courage to 
meet it without fear, 
knowing that You are with 
me. 
 
For Yours is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever. 
You are my Father in heaven, 
my God whom I choose to 
love and worship now and 
always. 
Amen. 

+++ 
On Sunday 4th July 2021 at 
10 a.m. we hope to open 
Harmer Hill Presbyterian 
Church for its first service 
since the Coronavirus 
outbreak.  
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HARMER HILL VILLAGE HALL 

FUN 
DOG SHOW 

Saturday 24th July   
from 2.30pm 

 
50p entry per class 

 
Spectators FREE 

 
Classes include: 

Basic obedience, Agility, Best trick 
Looks most like owner, Waggiest tail,  

Best groomed 
 

Cup for Best Junior Handler 
'Oscar' Shield for overall winner 

 

Refreshments including licenced bar 
 

Raffle, Tombola & Skittles 


