
  

 

THE MESSENGER 
 

Myddle, Harmer Hill & Broughton 

Church & Community 

A Volunteer Newsletter 

February and March 2024 

This is a view not normally seen!  It's the Haremere for which Harmer Hill 
was named, drained for pasture in the 16th Century. 
 
 
Thanks to Chris Oldham for this photo of the floods taken in October 2023. 
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From The Rectory 
  

Dear friends, 
 

Despite the cold, wet and windy weather we have had lately, it is lovely to see that 
signs of spring are beginning to emerge. There are already signs in the garden of new 
growth: early snowdrops and crocuses are appearing, daffodil shoots are rising boldly 
up into the cold air, hopefully about to add a splash of colour to the ground. I’m sure 
they will be welcome sight for many, as they bring hope of the spring to come, of new 
beginnings, rebirth and better warmer weather. 
 

On February 2nd the church celebrates the festival of Candlemas which is considered 
to be one of the oldest Christian festivals; it celebrates the light that comes to banish 
the darkness. Candlemas is half-way between the shortest day and the spring equi-
nox, (so hopefully lighter nights are not far away!!) Some people also believe it can 
predict the weather for the rest of winter. 
 
 

If Candlemas Day be fair and bright 
Winter will have another fight. 

If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain, 
Winter won’t come again. 

 
 

Candlemas was the day when people brought all the candles to be used throughout 
the year to church to be blessed. They were asking God’s protection on their homes 
and families for the coming year. The lights of Candlemas were a reminder of the light 
of Christ shining in the darkness, bringing hope in the midst of uncertain times. 
 

We are reminded at the beginning of John’s Gospel that Jesus came to be a light in 
the darkness of this world and to shine out as a sign of God’s presence among us. ‘ 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.’ (John 1: 9) 
 

At Candlemas we reflect upon the presentation of Christ in the Temple in Jerusalem, 
and the recognition by the elderly Simeon and Anna of Jesus as the Christ, the Messi-
ah. When Simeon encounters Jesus he declares: ‘Master, now you are dismissing 
your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ (Luke 2:29-32) 
 

Candlemas offers us the opportunity to look back over these past weeks of Christmas-
tide, giving thanks to God for the gift of his son. Simeon sees that the child is the light 
to enlighten the nations, his words reveal that Jesus is the Messiah of all of God’s 
people. 
 

The coming of spring brings with it hope and the promise of new opportunities. So in 
February, think about your hopes for the future and the new life and joys that may 
come. 
 

May you be filled with Christ’s grace and blessings in the coming month, 
 

Adam. 
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The Benefice of Myddle and Broughton, Loppington and Newtown 
 

Services in February 2024 
 

Sunday 4th    2nd Sunday before Lent 
09.45am   Family Communion, Burlton. 
10.00am   All Age Worship, Newtown. 
10.30am   Family Service, Loppington. 
11.00am   Holy Communion, Myddle. 
Readings: Proverbs 8:1,22-31  Colossians 1:15-20  John 1:1-14 
 
Sunday 11th   Sunday next before Lent 
09.45am   Holy Communion, Loppington. 
11.00am   Parish worship, Myddle. 
11.15am   Holy Communion, Newtown. 
03.00pm   Evensong, Broughton. 
Readings: 2 Kings 2:1-12  2 Corinthians 4:3-6  Mark9:2-9 
 
Sunday 18th   Lent 1 
09.45am   Holy Communion, Burlton. 
10.30am   Matins, Loppington. 
11.00am   Holy Communion, Myddle. 
Readings: Genesis 9:8-17  1 Peter 3:18-22  Mark 1:9-15 
 
Sunday 25th   Lent 2 
09.45am   Holy Communion, Loppington. 
11.00am   Family Worship, Myddle. 
11.15am   Holy Communion. Newtown. 
03.00pm   Holy Communion, Broughton. 
Readings: Genesis 17:1-7,15-16  Romans 4: 13-25  Mark 8:31-38  
 
 

Services in March 2024 
 

Sunday 3rd   Lent 3 
09.45am   Family Communion, Burlton. 
10.00am   All Age Worship, Newtown. 
10.30am   Family Service, Loppington. 
11.00am   Holy Communion, Myddle. 
Readings:  Exodus 20:1-17  1 Corinthians 1:18-25  John 2:13-22 
 
Sunday 10th   Lent 4 
09.45am   Holy Communion, Loppington. 
11.00am   Parish Worship, Myddle. 
11.15am   Holy Communion, Newtown. 
03.00pm   Evensong, Broughton. 
Readings: Numbers 21:4-9  Ephesians 2:1-10  John 3:14-21 
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Sunday 17th   Lent 5 
09.45am   Holy Communion, Burlton. 
10.30am   Matins, Loppington. 
11.00am   Holy Communion, Myddle. 
Readings:  Jeremiah 31: 31-34  Hebrews 5:5-10  John 12:20-33 
 
Sunday 24th    Palm Sunday 
09.45am   Holy Communion, Loppington. 
11.00am   Family Worship, Myddle. 
11.15am   Holy Communion, Newtown. 
03.00pm   Holy Communion, Broughton 
Readings:  Isaiah 50:4-9a  Philippians 2:5-11  Mark 15:1-39 
 
Friday 29th   Good Friday 
2.30pm   Good Friday Service, Myddle 
 
Sunday 31st   Easter Day 
10.30am   Benefice Service, Loppington 
Readings:  Acts 10:34-43  1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Mark 16:1-8 
 
 

St Peter’s, Myddle: Readers & Other Duties 
  

 

Date Time Service Reader Music 

Sun 4th Feb 11.00am Holy 
Communion 

Margaret 
Parson 

Greg Miller 

Sun 11th Feb 11.00am Lay Worship  Chris Williams 

Sun 18th Feb 11.00am Holy  
Communion 

 Greg Miller Margaret Parson 

Sun 25th Feb 11.00am Family Service     

Sun 3rd Mar 11.00am Holy 
Communion 

Bob Millington Margaret Parson 

Sun 10th Mar 11.00am Lay Worship Clare Luke Chris Williams 

Sun 17th Mar 11.00am Holy 
Communion 

Nigel Jones Greg Miller 

Sun 24th Mar 11.00am Family Service   
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A Message from the Editors 
 
Well, if you are reading this, then we must have succeeded in 
getting our second edition to the printers without being 
sacked so all is well. To our knowledge, we only made one 
mistake in editing the Christmas edition, and that was to lose 
the advert for the Crib Service in St Peter’s Church. We are 
sorry about that and will endeavour not to lose anything 
again. But please, if anyone does notice something missing or 
inaccurate, contact us on the editorthemessenger@myddle.net 
email address. 
 
And indeed, any positive comments or suggestions would also 
be welcome. The deadline for material for inclusion in the next 
edition will be the 18th of March as usual. 
 
Meanwhile, we hope that everyone has enjoyed a relaxing 
Christmas and New Year holiday, and that even the livestock 
farmers managed to find a bit of peace and quiet! 
 
Bob Griffiths & Liz Tiernan 
Joint Editors 
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Myddle Friendship Club 

 
 
Membership is £10 per year. It is then £2 per person per meeting for tea 
or coffee, cake and entertainment. 
 
The club’s next meeting will be held on Thursday the 1st of February at 
2pm, but please arrive at 1.45pm ready for a prompt start. 
 
 
The schedule for February and March is as follows: 
 
Thursday 1st February: 
Peter Dunhill will give a talk entitled “Peggy’s Diary” 
 
Thursday 7th March: 
Musical entertainment with Gabriela La Foley 
 
Contact Sue or Tony Smith on 01743 246186 for further details 
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Harmer Hill & District W.I. 

To join or for more information, contact Jenny Walsh on  
07714 108507 or 01939 210649 

 

Harmer Hill and District Women's 
Institute was established in March 
1955. The Institute is also part of 
the Shropshire and National 
Federation. 
  
We enjoy a wide range of 
interesting speakers at our monthly 
meetings which are held in Harmer 
Hill Village Hall. 
 
We also get involved in County 
Events, Open Meetings with other 
WIs and Group WI activities. 
  
Our WI Institute enters an annual 
craft, produce and flower arranging 
competition organised by the 
Shropshire WI Federation.  
 
We have been successful over a 
number of years in gaining major 
trophies in competitions organised 
by the County Federation. 
 
All ladies are welcome to join us.  
You don’t have to be a member, just 
pop in and give us a try, you may be 
pleasantly surprised!! 
 
No commitment needed. We have 
over 30 members now and new 
members are always welcome! 

 
 

Harmer Hill & District Wl 
 
Thursday December 14th 7.30 pm 
We look forward to meeting all our 
members at The Croft at Hadnall 
for our Christmas meal. 
 
 
Thursday January 11th 7.30  pm 
We start off the year with a fun 
evening of games followed by 
home made soup.  Please feel free 
to join us for this informal evening 
and start the new year doing some-
thing different! 

 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend this special open meeting. There is a 
small charge of £5 for non-WI members, payable on the door. 
 
In order for us to ascertain numbers, please contact  
Jenny Walsh on 07714 108507 
or Chris Williams on 07791 403898 or email cp.williams.sy4@gmail.com 
 
This talk comes with the personal recommendation of your editor! 
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The Council made a flying start to the New Year by holding a meeting in 
Harmer Hill Village Hall on January 3rd when the Agenda included a variety 
of issues for consideration including: 
 
 
The Budget for 2024 -2025 
The proposed budget was adopted after the Clerk reported that by careful 
financial control it had been possible to ensure that the current financial year 
will end well within the planned expenditure forecast.  This has enabled the 
Council to request the same precept from Shropshire Council for the next 
year and means that that the Parish Council element of the Council Tax 
should not be increased for residents living within the Parish boundary. 
 
The details of the budget can be found on the Council web site or can be 
obtained from the Parish Clerk by sending in a request accompanied by a 
stamped and self-addressed envelope. 
 
 
Highways 
Over the past year the Council has continued to receive many requests for 
improvements to the roads in and around the Parish including; extensions to 
30mph restrictions and the creation of buffer 40mph speed limits; the crea-
tion of a footpath from Pimhill to the Bridgewater Arms in Harmer Hill; various 
warning notices and not least improved road safety at Myddle School. Shrop-
shire Council are responsible for these developments and the Council is in 
constant discussion with its Officers but are well aware of the financial prob-
lems they are facing. As a result Members are trying to negotiate alternative 
ways of funding some of the projects. 
 
 
Myddle Recreation Ground 
The Council has been made aware of reports on the local Facebook group 
querying the safety of the field but we respectfully request that if there are 
problems, please report them to the Parish Clerk, a local Councillor or the 
Police so that action can be taken. Every effort is made to keep the area safe 
for every one. The play equipment is checked regularly by a qualified officer 
and Parish Councillors frequently walk round the field. Attempts to get volun-
teer or paid help to do a weekly litter pick have not been successful. 
 

Parish Council News 
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Police 
Members were pleased to welcome to the meeting PCSO Oliver Morris who 
has recently been appointed to the Wem Police Team. Oliver is determined 
to get involved in community issues and is particularly keen on helping to 
improve road safety at local schools. 
 
 
As always the full minutes of the meeting can be found on the Council web 
site www.myddleandbroughton-pc.gov.uk, and the Clerk can be contacted at 
myddlebroughtonclerk@talktalk.net or by telephone on 01743 236810 

Sign up now for your Free E-Newsletter! 
 
If you would like to receive the Myddle, Broughton and Harmer Hill Electronic 
Newsletter, directly to your inbox, all you have to do is send your name and 
email address to: contact@myddle.net 
 
The E-Newsletter provides you with up-to-date information about what is go-
ing on in your parish and county, with links to the county planning portal, 
Gough Walks, useful contacts in the parish, from Doctors Surgeries to Bus 
timetables and the latest Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Over 200 homes in the parish are already receiving this FREE  
E-Newsletter. You can read it directly from your computer, tablet or smart 
phone - no need to print it!  
 
Sign up today and rest assured that this is a parish run newsletter and your 
email addresses will not be distributed to anyone else. If you are already re-
ceiving the E-Newsletter you do not need to send your address again.    
                                                                
          Colin Ruck 

http://www.myddleandbroughton-pc.gov.uk
mailto:myddlebroughtonclerk@talktalk.net
mailto:contact@myddle.net
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Myddle & Broughton Parochial Church Council 
Donations 

 
The Parochial Church Council is most grateful for the following donations 
received since the last issue of the Messenger. 
 
Donor    Fund    Amount 
In memory of Alf Davies General Fund   £100.00  
Andy & Janet Morrison  General Fund   £50.00   Gift Aided 
Anonymous   Fabric Fund (St Peter’s) £550.00 Gift Aided  

 
Donations to help the church are always welcome! 

 
You can always donate via:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stpeterschurchmyddle  
 

or  by BACS transfer to: 
Account Name: Myddle and Broughton Parochial Church Council 

Sort code: 30-96-26   
Account Number: 78218160 

 
or by cheque payable to   

Myddle and Broughton PCC  

HARMER HILL VILLAGE HALL TOTE WINNERS 
 
November 2023 
 1st Prize £70 No. 168  Sam Smith 
 2nd Prize £35 No.59  Dot Davies 
 3rd Prize £25 No. 238  Mary Hughes 
 
December 2023 
 The Christmas Bonus draw for £100 
 No 77:     Russell Purslow 
 
January 2024 
 1st Prize £70 No. 23  Charlie & Roma Miller 
 2nd Prize £35 No. 70  Greg Jones 
 3rd Prize £25 No. 291  Kay Hamlet 
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STYLE CARE  

HAIR & BEAUTY 
 

33 Shrewsbury Road,  
Bomere Heath, SY4 3NX 

 
Cuts | Ladies | Gents | Children 
Colouring | Full Head | Full Foils 

Semi Permanent | Perming | Setting 
Wedding Hair | Balayage 

 
  OPENING TIMES  

 
Tuesday     9.00 am —  5.00 pm       
Wednesday               Closed       
Thursday           9.00 am —  6.00 pm 
Friday                9.00 am —  5.00 pm 
Saturday            8.30 am —  3.00 pm 

 
  Contact: Ruth Davies 

 
 01939290664 / 07735459998 

Mobile Library Service 
 
 

The Hollow, Harmer Hill every 
other Friday: 
Time 13.45 to 14.15 
9th  Feb  23rd Feb 
1st Mar  15th Mar 
 
 
Myddle School Lay-by 
every other Wednesday: 
Time 9.05 to 9.30 
7th Feb  21st Feb 
6th Mar  20th Mar 
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Lakeside Local Bus Timetable 
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Need an Electrician or Handyman? 
 

New Consumer units                 Heating 
Extra sockets/lights                Security 
Electric showers                       Fault finding & repairs 
         
          Other handyman services available 

                                     e.g. painting & decorating 
 

For a reliable and professional service 
                                           No job too small 

 

Contact David Barber 
Tel: 01939 220429     Mobile: 07722 943758 

dhbarber@btinternet.com 
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PEST PROBLEM?  
Solve it with… 

Shropshire Mole and 
Pest Control 

 

Domestic, agricultural and 
Commercial, Local,  

professional and affordable!! 
 

Wasps, Hornets, Rats, Mice, 
Rabbits, Squirrels, Ants and 

Cluster Flies. 
Mole control expert. 

 

“Don’t make a mountain out of a 
Molehill” 

 

Call Alan now on 01939 328188  
mobile 07976 817859 

shropshiremolecontrol@googlemail.com  
 

www.shropshiremolecontrol.co.uk 

mailto:shropshiremolecontrol@googlemail.com
http://www.shropshiremolecontrol.co.uk/
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Ross Hines Chimney Sweeping 

Clean Chimney are safe chimneys 

Brush and Vacuum – Leakage testing – 

Nests removed –Cowls, Bird Guards and 

caps supplied and fitted.  Open fire, multi 

fuel stoves, Aga, domestic and  

              commercial. 

 

Fully Insured with NFU, Certificates  

given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service 

or just help and advice. 

 

              Call     01939 768319 

   24 The Wheatlands, Baschurch,  

  Shropshire.   

                 N.A.C.S.  Member: 12/05   
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HORSE LIVERY  
 

DIY or Part  
Broughton Farm,  

Harmer Hill 

• Floodlit all weather school-
ing arena 

• Large stables in courtyard 
setting  

• All year grazing in safe 
paddocks 

• Excellent hacking with 
fields and tracks 

• Family run arable farm 
 
Tel. 01939 220250 
or 01939 220131 



35 

 



36 

 



37 

 

Three Self Catering Cottages 
  Newton Meadows  

Harmer Hill, SY4 3EA 
 

Short breaks, weekly, long term 

Chestnut Cottage sleeps 4 

Maple and Oak Cottages sleep 7 

Level access for the less able 

Some ground floor bedrooms 

Large garden, beautiful views  

Large car park 

www.newtonmeadows.co.uk 

newtonmeadows@hotmail.com 

07851 298 054 

No pets and no smoking 

Still haven’t got around to 
making your Will? 

 

Then have it professionally  
prepared for you in the comfort of 

your own home by Peter  
Savage  your local Estate  

Planning expert. 
 

Full Will Writing Service  
All Associated Legal Services 

Powers of Attorney 
 

Tel: 01743 233 245  
   or 0800 781 9371  

 

Special offer:  10% off cost of Wills with 
this advert 

http://www.newtonmeadows.co.uk
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BEATING THE BOUNDS 
 

PART 3 – What does it look like? 
 

The next question was, how to write this up so that it is an interesting and in-
formative read. To describe it by saying we started at point A, then we saw a 
tree, then there was a brook, then another tree, would be boring in the ex-
treme. So instead in this section I will talk about the form of the boundary, in 
the next I will talk about the topography and land use through which the 
boundary passes, and finally I will finish with a few thoughts on the perma-
nence or otherwise of the physical boundary. 
 
In the main, the boundary follows physical features in the landscape, nearly 
always a brook or a ditch, and for this reason is rarely in a straight line. Some 
brooks within the parish do indeed run in straight lines, and these are usually 
associated with the 16th and 17th Century land drainage and reclamation. But 

the brooks that the boundary mostly follows are clearly natural features of the 
landscape, and one instantly gets a feel for the great age of the feature. The 
hedges are straggly and overgrown, the trees are ancient, mostly oaks, and 
the ditches are often poorly maintained. Perhaps there is an issue about who 

is responsible for that maintenance? The photograph below is by Birchgrove, 
just south of where the boundary crosses the Baschurch road by the Tan 
House at the western end of the parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a couple of places the boundary follows what would have been very im-
portant rights of way. In the east of the parish, from Bilmarsh up to Alderton, 
the boundary follows the route of the old salt road along which merchants 
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would have transported that rare and important commodity from the salt fields 

of Cheshire south to Shrewsbury and on via the River Severn. The “wich” suf-
fix in the towns of Nantwich and Middlewich refer to the brine springs which 
was the source of the salt. Walking this section, you really get a feel for the 
age of the route, the track deeply incised in the land. You can almost sense 

those pagan spirits in the ancient trees on either side. Hopefully the photo 
below captures some of that. But then it comes up by Broughton Cottages 
and is a little disappointing as it follows the B5476 towards Harmer Hill alt-
hough geographically this is still the salt road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another interesting section is the short distance where the boundary follows 
the Hollins Lane, now a bridleway leading from the west of the village south 
past Hollins Farm and on to Merrington. This is part of an ancient route lead-
ing from Ellesmere south through Myddle parish to Bomere Heath, and finally 

to Shrewsbury via what is now the Berwick road. 

Then there are parts of the boundary which are basically boring! As the 
boundary drops down from the Ellesmere Road in Harmer Hill, just south of 
the Bridgwater Arms, it follows the contour at the bottom of the Pimhill ridge 

before striking north towards Moss Farm, then west for Merrington Lane. For 
this section there is no ditch, the boundary for the most part follows straight 
lines, and the hedge looks much younger. It is clear that this section of the 
boundary is different, probably set out and agreed with the neighbouring par-
ish of Pimhill to the south when the Hare Mere was first drained and turned 

into pasture during the 16th Century. The “modern” nature of the boundary 
continues west of Merrington Lane until the land starts to rise again and the 
boundary takes on its more traditional feel towards Praddoe Coppice. 

More in the next issue…. 
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 Crane Quality Counselling 

Home Furnishing 

51/52 Mardol, Shrewsbury, SY1 1PP 

Charity Number 1176610 

We collect donations of furniture  

& all household items 

House Clearance Welcome 

Monies raised will support our relationship/

bereavement/young person counselling service 

Opening times 

Monday– Saturday 10am-4pm 

For a free collection service tel. 01743 272303 

Email: mardolcranecounselling@gmail.com 

For counselling appointments tel. 01743 240546 

Help individuals, couples, bereaved families and 

young people– immediate appointments available 

Email: admin@cranecounselling.co.uk 

Website: www.cranecounselling.co.uk 
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Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday & Friday 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 
Focuscraft, 3 Merrington Business 

Park, Bomere Heath, SY4 3QJ 
(T) 01939291848 

• Branded Fashion  
and Classic Qualities 

• Dye lot Ends 

• Clearances from  
£1 per Ball 

• Patterns and  
Needles 

• Knitting  
Accessories 

• Haberdashery 

MB  
 

Marco Busi 
Garden & House  

Maintenance 
Based in Harmer Hill 

 

Don’t DIY – I Do! 
 

Trustworthy, Reliable, 
Fully Insured. 

Any enquiries, big or small,  
just give me a call. 

 
07548 763562 

marcobusi@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:marcobusi@hotmail.co.uk
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